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Thank You Assemblyman Skoufis!

We Need You!
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Orange County is in search of caring
volunteers (Bigs) to serve as mentors to at-risk kids (Littles) in our
program.
Right now there are more than
40 children ready to be matched
and waiting for a mentor.
Potential volunteers sometimes
feel uncertain of their ability to
mentor a youth, and wonder what
to do during their time together,
or how they will fit mentoring
into their schedule.

There are really not enough words to say “Thank you” to Assemblyman
Jams Skoufis. He has been a tireless advocate for our community and
now a hero to our Littles! Assemblyman Skoufis secured a grant of
$12,500 for the agency through the New York State Assembly. The funds
will help cover the costs associated with an additional part-time
mentoring manager who will support the mentoring relationships we
have created. We would not be able to do the work we do without
support from our community, business and government partners.

Not to worry! We take care of
these concerns by making volunteering flexible and just a few
hours a month. We take great
care in finding the right volunteer
to match with each child, and in
providing each person in our program with the on-going guidance
they need to be successful.
BBBSOC supports each volunteer every step of the way.
You don’t have to change
your life to impact the life of
a child!
For more information go to:

http://
www.mentorachild.org/getinvolved/become-a-big/

Upcoming Events

New Matches
LB Jaren & BB Jon

BS Shannon & LS Leah

LS Destiny & BS Hazel

LB Vincent & BB Guy

LB Lamont & BB Brian

BS Ari & LB Jahsai

Sponsor Spotlight
Thank you to our current sponsors for their support of our
Fore the Kids Golf Classic 2018 event!

Hunterbrook Sales, LLC
4

A Little Sister Grows Up
What difference a year makes! LS Chelsea was probably what
most would consider a typical young person. She was doing
well in school, but was making some poor decisions. Her actions began to influence not only her relationship with her
mother, but also how she interacted in all of her relationships.
Her mother sought out our program to see if we could help.
Chelsea was matched with BS Adrianna. At matching, Adrianna was in college trying to juggle studies, work and personal
demands. The two bonded quickly. Adrianna included Chelsea
in many of her normal activities and experiences. The balancing act needed to keep everything going in Adriana’s life was
not lost on Chelsea. Chelsea observed how Adriana handled all
that was going on in her life and how she managed the stress of
it all.
Over the course of their first year together, Adriana began to
notice a little shift in the way Chelsea behaved. She seemed
more open, more focused and intentional. She was no longer
quick to respond to situations and really tried to see how she
could be more helpful. Chelsea’s mother began to notice the
change in Chelsea’s behavior as well. When asked what has
changed in her life, Chelsea said, “My Big sister has taught me
a lot about working around problems…not getting caught up in
the problem. I feel I can manage things differently.”
Right now, Chelsea is focused on school, her family and
building her relationship with Adriana.

Happy Anniversary!
Our goal is to support long-term
relationships between our Littles and
Bigs. Congratulations to our matches
that have met these outstanding
milestones for the months of July
through September:

1 year
LS Armoni & BS Ursula
2 years
LB Anthony & BB Craig
LB Jafar & BB Michael
LS Celine & BS Emily
LS Sarah & BS Rachel
LB Adam & BB Tyler
3 years
LS Melanie & BS Lydia
LS Amanda & BS Jen
LS Eryka & BS Laine
LB Vernard & BB Warren
4 years
LB Jamir BB Elliott
5 years
LS Shelly & BS Laura
LS Caniia & BS Megan
LS Emily-Kate & BS Sarah
7 Years
LS Bryanna & BS Patricia

A mentor is someone who allows you to see the hope inside
yourself. ~ Oprah Winfrey

FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S DESK
Prevention Always Trumps Intervention
Maybe you have heard the old adage, “an ounce of prevention is worth a
pound of cure,” or “One father is more than a hundred schoolmasters.” What
does it all mean? Prevention means more than intervention. In fact studies
have shown that spending more dollars on educational institutions will mean spending less on penal institutions. The same can be applied to youth mentoring. Research shows that mentoring
programs play a powerful role in providing young people with the tools to make responsible choices, attend and engage in school, and reduce or avoid risky behavior like drug use. In turn, these
young people are:






55% more likely to be enrolled in college
81% more likely to report participating regularly in sports or extracurricular activities.
78% more likely to volunteer regularly in their communities.
More than twice as likely to say they held a leadership position in a club or sports team.

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Orange County, NY
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Orange
County, NY (BBBSOC) operates
under the belief that inherent in
every child is the ability to succeed
and thrive in life.
BBBSOC's mission is to provide
children facing adversity with
strong and enduring, professionally supported one-to-one relationships that change their lives for the
better, forever.
By collaborating with families,
volunteers and others in the community, BBBSOC is accountable for
each enrolled child achieving higher aspirations, greater confidence, better relationships, avoidance of risky behaviors and educational success.

This avoidance of risky behaviors and embracing positive outcomes is a guaranteed protective
factor that will move a young person from surviving to thriving.
Invest in our mentoring program today...the benefits will change the life of a young person for
the better, FOREVER!

Ways to give BIG
There are lots of ways to donate to Big Brothers Big Sisters. Whichever way you choose, you’ll
be helping us make a positive impact on kids in your community.
Donate Online
Donating online is the fastest, easiest way to join the Big
Brothers Big Sisters mission and help a child.
Donate By Check
In addition to the fast, simple, and secure ways that you can make
a gift online, Big Brothers Big Sisters is honored to accept your gift
made by personal check.
Foundation & Corporate Giving
Philanthropy starts with you. Big Brothers Big Sisters is grateful for
financial support from foundations and corporations.
Car Donation Program
Donate your car to Big Brothers Big Sisters. We’ll sell it, then start
something with the proceeds. For more information call us at
(845) 562-5900.
Do Good Donate Clothing Program
Schedule a free pick-up, or drop clothes off at a local bin. Host a clothing Drive to fund-raise for YOUR organization, and both of us benefit
from the proceeds! Call (877) 399-2570, to schedule pick-up and for
more information.

For more information please visit our website at:

www.mentorachild.org
Don’t forget to connect with us on social media

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Orange County, NY

